LABORATORY SAFETY RULES AND REGULATIONS
A. GENERAL SAFETY GUIDELINES
The Laboratory is a place for learning.  It must also be a safe place.  Safety guidelines provide a framework for establishing a respectful and responsible class attitude.  Safety precautions also make you aware of the possible dangers in various science experiments.  You owe it to yourself and your classmates to practice the following safety procedures.

1. Students are not allowed in the laboratory unless a teacher is present.

2. Table tops must be clear of clothing and books before work has begun.

3. Do not start any experiment or touch the laboratory equipment until you have received the “go ahead” from the teacher.

4. Do not throw any solid wastes into the sink.  Use waste receptacles provided.

5. Listen carefully to the teacher’s instructions and cautions.

6. Read the laboratory procedure completely, noting any possible hazards.  If you are unsure about any of the procedures, ask your teacher for information.

7. Do not eat or drink any food or other substances in the laboratory.

8. Know the location of safety equipment, such as fire extinguishers, fire blankets and first aid kits, and fire exits.

9. Report any accident or injury to the teacher immediately.

10. Tie back long hair.  Do not wear loose-fitting clothing.  Wear laboratory aprons or coats if possible to protect clothing.

11. Handle live animals according to community or state health regulations.

12. Keep equipment and work tables clean.  Return materials to their proper storage places.

13. Turn off electrical equipment, gas jets, and water faucets after use or at the end of the laboratory period.

B. SAFE HEATING PROCEDURES
Laboratory activities that involve heating substances are potentially hazardous.  Accidents can occur that cause burns on the skin or set clothing or chemicals on fire.  Special care must be taken when using a heat source.

1. Wear safety goggles and a laboratory coat or apron if possible whenever heating substances in the lab.
2. Always handle hot test tubes or glassware with tongs or a hot mitt.  Never handle heated equipment with your bare hands.

3. When heating chemicals in a test tube, always point the open end of a test tube away from yourself and others.  Follow safety directions for heating various substances.

4. Keep inflammable substances such as alcohol, away from an open flame.

5. If you are heating something at your laboratory workstation, so not leave it unsupervised.

6. If someone’s clothing catches on fire, smother the fire with a blanket.  Notify your teacher or laboratory instructor immediately.

C. WORKING WITH CHEMICALS
1. Not all chemicals are dangerous.  Some chemicals, such as acids and bases, are caustic and can irritate your skin or burn your clothing.  Other chemicals are inflammable (easily set on fire) or are toxic (give off poisonous odors.)  Special precautions must be taken whenever chemicals are used.

2. Be aware of any warnings given in a laboratory activity about chemicals.

3. Follow the procedure for working with particular chemical substances.

4. When pouring chemicals from one container to another, be careful to avoid spills or drips.  Wipe up any chemical spill immediately.  Report it to your teacher.

5. Wear safety goggles when working with caustic chemicals.

6. Never taste a chemical or inhale the vapors from a chemical.

7. Do not mix chemicals together unless you are directed to do so as part of the laboratory procedures.

8. Never add water to acids or bases.

9. Used chemicals should not be poured back into stock bottles.

D. HANDLING DISSECTION INSTRUMENTS
The sharp points or edges of dissecting instruments are another potential hazard.  To avoid accidents, follow the safety guidelines for using dissecting instruments, and always wear safety goggles when working with specimens.

1. Read and follow proper dissecting procedures.

2. Be sure a specimen is mounted before dissecting it.  Never hold a specimen in your hand while dissecting.

3. Handle your instruments with care.  Do not let other students crowd around you while you are dissecting a specimen.

4. Wash your hands thoroughly after dissecting.

E. AT THE END OF THE LABORATORY PERIOD
Students are expected to do the following:

1. Clean all equipment.

2. Arrange equipment neatly on the table in the box provided.

3. Shut off all water, gas, and electric switches.

4. Clean off the table top.

